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CSUS Summer Reading Expectations for Scholars and Families 
Cambridge Public Schools: Summer 2014 

 
At a Glance: 

• Read 5 or more books over the summer 
• 1 must be nonfiction 
• 1 must be your grade level assigned book 
• Complete the log attached  
• Be ready for follow up projects in the fall 
• Use your library as a resource 
• Families and caregivers, see handout for ways to support your scholars! 

 
 
Summer reading is an important component of a student’s reading life.  In addition to 
school-based summer reading requirements, the ELA department has common 
expectations for all students entering grades 6-8 in the fall of 2014: 

• Students should read a minimum of five (5) books over the summer.  At least one 
(1) of those books should be nonfiction.  At CSUS, one (1) must be the grade level 
assigned text: 

o Rising 6th graders must read Locomotion by Jacqueline Woodson. 
o Rising 7th graders must read Wonder by RJ Palacio. 
o Rising 8th graders must read The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time 

Indian by Sherman Alexie. 
• Although we know these are popular titles and some have read them before, there 

is great value in rereading a book! It will be understood more deeply and more 
accurately. “What if I’ve already read that book?” – read it again!  

• Students should log their summer reading and bring this log back to school in the 
fall (see attached sample log). 
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• Each grade level will participate in culminating activities for summer reading 
books. Projects will be assigned in your ELA classes that will assess your reading 
of your choice books. Whole grade activities will happen around your shared book 
(Locomotion, Wonder, ..Diary..). This will help build community, build skills of 
literary conversation, and deepen your understanding by listening and sharing with 
others. If you do not read your assigned book, you will be at a great loss. Don’t 
start the year that way! Read and start off as a success! 

• Teachers will help students prepare for summer reading before the end of the 
school year. 

• New this year- “Fizz, Boom, Read!” text suggestions at your public library! 
Members of the ELA and science departments and librarians from both CPS and 
the Cambridge Public Library have collaborated to compile grade level text sets.  
These collections of books extend the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Math) theme of the public library’s summer reading program and are designed 
to both complement the science curriculum and encourage students to read more 
nonfiction texts.  Please note that these titles are not required; rather, they offer 
students the opportunity to explore a particular topic of interest.   

• Families are encouraged to support students (see handout: “Reading: How 
Families Can Help”) 
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Reading: How Families Can Help 

Tips To Help Encourage Reading at Home 
 

 Set a regular reading schedule. 
Reading independently every day builds strong readers.  Establish a routine with your child 
that makes reading a regular part of his or her day. 

 
 Talk with your child about what he or she is reading.  

Ask a few questions like “What is your book about?” or “Who is your favorite character and 
why?” or “What would you do if that happened to you?” This lets children know that you 
care about what they are doing and helps them to think about their reading. 

 
 Read aloud to your child. 

Don’t ever consider your child too old to be read to. Here at school, teachers read aloud to 
our students straight through eighth grade. Students of every age cherish the literary worlds 
that adults bring to life with our voices. If you speak a language other than English, read to 
your child in your home language too. Also, try reading the newspaper aloud and discuss 
current events. 

 
 Listen to audiobooks as a family. 
 
 Take books along on trips and outings. 
 
 Visit the public library frequently.  
 The library is a wonderful, free source of excellent reading materials and supports. 

Librarians are there to help the whole family find interesting books. If your child likes a 
particular book or series, ask the librarian to recommend something similar. The 
recommended titles from the nonfiction text sets are available at the Cambridge Public 
Library. 

 
 Visit your local bookstore.  
 
 Limit the amount of television, videos, or videogames each day. 
 
 Find a book that was made into a movie and read the book together before 

watching the movie.  
 
 Read yourself.  

Show your child that reading is enjoyable and important for everyone. If you are 
reading the same books as your scholar, you can have rich conversation! 

 


