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Study Guide


Directions:  Answer the following questions in a complete sentence, being as precise and detailed as possible.  

Chapter 1

1. What is the protagonist’s name?  (leading character)

2. What is his best friend’s name?

3. Where does the story take place?

4. What do Major, Sonny & Hollis convince our hero to rob?

5. Where does our hero go when he is upset?  He used to go there as a child with his best friend.

Chapter 2

1. What does Alfred tell his Aunt happened to him when he returns home?

2. Where does Henry, Alfred’s friend, work?

3. What kind of gym is Donatelli’s Gym?

4. Does Alfred go up the steps to the gym?

Chapter 3

1. In your own words, how does Donatelli treat Alfred?  I.E., is he kind to him? Encouraging?

2. Explain, using Donatelli’s words, what a “contender” is:

Chapter 4 

1. Who is Uncle Wilson, and whom does he talk about with Alfred?  Why does he talk about this person to our hero?

2. How is Alfred feeling at the end of the chapter?  What kinds of obstacles is he about to face?

Chapter 5

1. How do the police treat Alfred when they see him running in the park?

2. What does Lou Epstein say happened to James?

3. Why does Alfred have second thoughts about robbing the Epstein’s?

Chapter 6

1. Who is Dr. Corey?  What kind of doctor is he?

2. Who is Bud Martin?  What is his job?

3. Why does Willie Streeter have to put Vaseline on his face?

Chapter 7 

1. What is the overweight gentleman’s name at the gym?

2. Who is Bill Witherspoon, and what is his occupation?

Chapter 8

1. At the beginning of chapter 8 Major asks Alfred to help him do something?  What is it?

2. What does Major threaten to do to Alfred if he does not help?  Will Alfred help?

Chapter 9 

1. How do the police treat Alfred at the beginning of this chapter?  Why do they treat him this way?

2. Does Aunt Pearl approve of Alfred’s boxing?

Chapter 10  

1. Aunt Pearl makes Alfred go see Reverend Price.  What is it about the way the Reverend treats him that angers Alfred?  Why do you think this angers him?

2. Alfred finds that he enjoys taking out the garbage at work.  Why?

3. What does Alfred find out about his boss, Lou Epstein?

4. Who unexpectedly shows up at the gym to see Alfred?

Chapter 11

1. Alfred makes the decision to do what at the beginning of chapter 11?

2. What kinds of things go on at the place where Alfred goes in this chapter?

3. What does James get from Hollis?

Chapter 12

1. What does Alfred forget to do at the beginning of this chapter?  Why does he forget to do it?

2. Where does Alfred go with Major, Sonny & Hollis in this chapter?

3. What do people passing say about Alfred as they pass him on the boardwalk?

4. Why does Alfred go back to Donnatelli’s gym at the end of this chapter?

5. According to Donnatelli, how will Alfred know that he is a contender?

Chapter 13

1. To what position is Alfred promoted at Epstein’s Grocery?

2. At the end of the chapter, what good news does Alfred find out?

Chapter 14

1. What does Dr. Corey make for Alfred?

2. According to Donatelli, why can’t Jelly be a true contender?

3. What affliction does Henry have that causes him to limp?

4. Where does Alfred go before his fight and why?

5. What does Alfred’s new robe say on the back of it?

6. Does Alfred win his first fight?

Chapter  15

1. What does the reader find out about Aunt Pearl at the beginning of Chapter 15?  How does this help the reader understand why she disapproves of Alfred’s boxing?

Chapter 16

1. How does Alfred feel about K.O. in this chapter? Why do you think he feels this way?

Chapter 17  

1. Who is waiting for Alfred on the stoop when he returns home at the end of this chapter?  What does this person want from him?

Chapter 18

1. Does Donatelli want Alfred to quit?  Why/Why not?  What are Alfred’s  reasons for the decision he makes regarding quitting or not?

Chapter 19  

1. Why does Henry’s limp go away?

2. Who bought Alfred his robe?

3. To whom does Alfred have something to prove?

4. Who does Alfred fight in this chapter?  Does he win the fight?

Chapter 20

1. Where does Alfred find James at the end of the novel?

2. What is Alfred’s plan at the end of the book?
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