
Sustainability Memo, Fall 2014 
 

To:  Teachers, Staff & Students, Cambridge Public Schools 

 

From:  Meryl Brott, DPW Recycling Program Manager  

Kristen von Hoffmann, CPS District Sustainability Manager 

 

Re:  Sustainability Information & Resources, SY2014-15 

 

Dear Teachers, Staff and Students: 

 

Thank you for your continued efforts to go green! Your efforts truly benefit the environment and make a 

difference in our community – see reverse for data and numbers. As you green your classroom or office 

this school year, please use the attached resources.  

 

You make a difference! 

 

Please keep in mind these important things: 

 

• Sustainability at CPS is online: www.cpsd.us/departments/facilities/office_for_sustainability. 

• Cambridge has “Single Stream” recycling – so you can place clean bottles, cans, paper   

and cardboard together in one recycling bin. 

• Some materials need special handling and get recycled separately from the recycling bins. 

 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

 

Thank you again!  

 

Most sincerely, 

 

 

Kristen von Hoffmann    Meryl Brott 

CPS District Sustainability Manager   Recycling Program Manager 

Cambridge Public Schools    Department of Public Works 

(617) 349-6856     (617) 349-4836   

kvonhoffmann@cpsd.us    mbrott@cambridgema.gov 

 

cc: Dr. Jeffrey Young, CPS Superintendent of Schools 

James Maloney, CPS Chief Operating Officer  

Dana Ham, CPS Director of Facilities 

Mellissa Honeywood, CPS Food & Beverage Director  

All Principals 

Owen O’Riordan, DPW Commissioner 

Randi Mail, DPW Recycling Director 

Cambridge Green  

Schools Initiative 

http://www.cpsd.us/departments/facilities/office_for_sustainability
mailto:kvonhoffmann@cpsd.us
mailto:mbrott@cambridgema.gov


 

Did You Know? 
 

• Cambridge has been a leader in 

recycling for many years. There has 

been mandatory curbside recycling 

since 1991.  

 

• Materials we recycle are banned 

from trash disposal in 

Massachusetts.  

 

• In addition to reducing energy use, 

water use, and greenhouse gas 

emissions, recycling saves 

Cambridge money by reducing  

trash disposal costs. 

 

• Recycling saves energy, water, 

natural resources and landfill space, 

and prevents pollution.  
 

• Composting food scraps reduces 

methane emissions at landfills that 

result from decaying organic matter.  
 

• Saving energy reduces carbon 

emissions, and can be done by 

turning off lights and lowering 

thermostats. 
 

• Saving water helps to ensure that 

there is enough drinking water for 

people and animals in the future. 
 

 

 

 

Keep Recycling! 
 

Last school year CPS recycled  
nearly 370 tons of containers,  

paper and cardboard! 
 

These CPS recycling efforts saved: 

• 4,942 Trees  

• 737 Barrels of Oil 

• 258 Households’ Worth of 

Electricity Use 

• 2.58 Million Gallons of Water 

• 43.5 Truck Loads of Trash 
  

Thank you!  

 
 
 
 

Composting Is Cool! 
 

Last school year  
CPS composted  

42 tons of food scraps! 
 

These CPS composting efforts saved  

42 Tons of Greenhouse Gases and  

5.5 Truck Loads of Trash 
 

This helped make soil to grow food  

and flowers! 

  
Thank you! 
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Recycling is easy! Place clean containers, papers and cardboard together. Flatten or nest boxes when 
possible. Thanks for reducing waste - you help make the Cambridge Recycling program a success!

RECYCLE MORE.  TRASH LESS.

NO
  No Trash
  No Liquids / Food
  No Plastic Bags
  No Styrofoam
  No Paint Cans
  No Paper Towels / Tissues
  No Ceramics / Dishes / Glasses
  No Electronics
  No Light Bulbs
  No Mirrors / Windows
  No Pots / Pans / Scrap Metal

Visit our “Get Rid Of It Right” webpage to learn how to donate, recycle, or dispose of almost anything. 
Email us at recycle@cambridgema.gov to sign up for our monthly recycling eNewsletter!

www.cambridgema.gov/recycle     617-349-4800

EMPTY

EMPTYEMPTY

RECYCLE

YES
CONTAINERS  

  Aerosol Cans (empty)

  Aluminum Cans, Trays & Foil

  Glass Bottles & Jars

  Metal Cans

  Milk Cartons & Juice Boxes

  Large Plastics (broken toys, buckets, 
laundry baskets)

  Stiff  Plastic Containers

  Spiral Cans (potato chip, nut cans) 

PAPERS   
  Books (rip off  hard covers)

  Cardboard Boxes 
(try to fl atten / nest boxes) 

  Coff ee Cups (empty, no Styrofoam)

  Frozen Food Boxes (if it rips)

  Newspapers with Inserts 

  Magazines & Catalogs 

  Paper Bags

  Paperboard (paper towel rolls, 
cereal & tissue boxes)

  Phone Books & Junk Mail 
(remove free samples)

  Pizza Boxes (empty, oil stains OK)

  Shredded Paper 
(in a clear plastic or a paper bag)

  White & Colored Paper 
(staples, paper clips, spirals OK)

  Wrapping Paper 


